
Year 11 Mock 1 Evening

Thursday 8th October



• Kim Bradley-Smith – Principal

• Rebecca Bain – Assistant Principal 

• Maria Fox – Head of English

• Abi Wiseman – Head of Science

• Martijn Van Der Spoel – Study Techniques

Welcome



Group APS
Whole cohort 5.37

Band 1 6.75
Band 2 5.95
Band 3 5.53
Band 4 4.84
Band 5 4.83
Band 6 3.71
Band 7 3.12
Band 8 2.99
Band 9 n/a

Band 10 2.07
Band 11 1.92

Attendance



Ambition

We want every student to beat their best .

Mock exam results are a starting point, not a ceiling.

MEGs (Minimum Expected Grades) are exactly that - minimum expectations, not targets. Students should 
be aiming higher wherever possible.

With the right focus, effort, and support, there is still everything to play for between now and the final 
exams.

The guidance and strategies shared tonight are grounded in data and experience, giving students the best 
chance to succeed.

Aim high, stay motivated, and keep pushing beyond what you’ve already achieved.



Key Dates



Revision Timetable: 15:05-16:00



Mrs. Fox

Head of English

English



Mock 1 English Literature and English Language

English Literature 

Paper 2:

Modern texts and poetry

English Language 

Paper 2: 

Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives

2 hours 15 minutes

60% of GCSE

1 hour 45 minutes

50% of GCSE

Section A: 

An Inspector Calls

Section B Poetry: 

‘Power & Conflict’ cluster.

Section C:

Unseen Poetry:

Answer one question on one unseen poem and one question comparing this 

poem with a second unseen poem.

Section A: 

Reading

1 x 4 mark question

1 x 8 mark question

1 x 12 mark question

1 x 16 mark question

Section B: 

Transactional Writing Task

1 x 40 mark extended writing task.



English Literature and English Language

English Literature 

Paper 1: 

Shakespeare and the 19th-century 

novel

English Literature 

Paper 2:

Modern texts and poetry

English Language 

Paper 1: 

Explorations in Creative Reading 

and Writing

English Language 

Paper 2: 

Writers’ Viewpoints and 

Perspectives

1 hour 45 minutes

40% of GCSE

2 hours 15 minutes

60% of GCSE

1 hour 45 minutes

50% of GCSE

1 hour 45 minutes

50% of GCSE

Section A: 

Macbeth.

Section B: 

A Christmas Carol.

Section A: 

An Inspector Calls

Section B Poetry: 

‘Power & Conflict’ cluster.

Section C:

Unseen Poetry:

Answer one question on one unseen 

poem and one question comparing 

this poem with a second unseen 

poem.

Section A: 

Reading

1 x 4 mark question

2 x 8 mark questions

1 x 20 mark question

Section B: 

Descriptive or Narrative Writing

1 x 40 mark extended writing task. 

Section A: 

Reading

1 x 4 mark question

1 x 8 mark question

1 x 12 mark question

1 x 16 mark question

Section B: 

Transactional Writing

1 x 40 mark extended writing task.



Assessment Objectives

English Literature English Language

AO1

Read, understand and respond to texts:

● Maintain a critical style and an informed personal response

● Use textual references, including quotations

AO1 - READING

● Identify & interpret explicit and implicit information & ideas

● Select and synthesise from different texts

AO2

Analyse the language, form and structure to create meaning, using relevant 

subject terminology where relevant. 

AO2 - READING

Explain, comment on and analyse how writers to language and structure to 

achieve effects using relevant subject terminology where relevant.

AO3

Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in 

which they were written

AO3 – READING

Compare writers’ ideas & perspectives across two or more texts

AO4

Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures with accurate spelling and 

punctuation. 

AO4 – READING

Evaluate texts critically and support with appropriate textual reference

AO5 - WRITING

• Communicate clearly for different forms, purposes and audiences.

• Organise information and ideas effectively

AO6 - WRITING

Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures with accurate spelling and 

punctuation. 



Literature Paper 2 Section A - An Inspector Calls

Section A Modern Texts:

Students will answer one essay question 

from a choice of two on their studied 

modern text. 



Literature Paper 2 Section B - Poetry Anthology

Section B Poetry Anthology:

Power & Conflict Poetry

Students will answer one comparative 
question on one named poem printed on the 
paper and one other poem from their 
chosenanthology cluster, which is the Power 
& Conflict cluster. 



Literature Paper 2 Section C - Unseen Poetry

Section C Unseen poetry:

Students will answer one question on one 

unseen poem and one question on this poem 

with a second unseen poem. 



Year 11 Teams Folder



Section Revise Specific Focus Areas

Modern Text (An 

Inspector Calls)

Full plot summary

Key character arcs

Major themes

Context 

Writer’s methods 

Characters: Birling, Sheila, Eric, Gerald, Inspector, Mrs Birling

Themes: Responsibility, class, gender, generational divide, power, guilt

Context: 1912/1945, class system, capitalism vs socialism, post-war society

Methods: Dramatic tension, stage directions, symbolism (lighting, props), contrast of characters

Power & Conflict 

Anthology Poetry

Understanding of all 15 poems

Big ideas/themes

Poetic techniques

Context for each poem

How to compare poems 

Themes: Power, conflict, identity, memory, nature, war, control, loss

Poetic Devices: Imagery, metaphor, structure, form, tone

Context Examples:

Ozymandias: rulers, power, time

War Photographer: war reporting, morality

Bayonet Charge: soldier’s fear, propaganda

London: inequality, Industrial Revolution

Kamikaze: honour, culture

Unseen Poetry 

(Poem 1)

How to analyse a poem independently

Spotting themes, tone, mood

Analysing language & structure

Writing analytical paragraphs

Skills:

Identify message/meaning quickly

Pick out key language choices

Comment on structure & form

Explain effect on reader

Include a thesis statement

Unseen Poetry 

Comparison 

(Poem 2)

How to compare effectively

Linking themes, ideas, feelings

Comparing techniques

Comparing poets’ messages

Skills:

Compare similarities/differences

Use comparative connectives

Focus on FEELINGS, TONE, METHODS

Avoid feature spotting; focus on meaning



Literature Paper 2 Grids



Language Paper 2 Grids



Online Past Papers & Mark Schemes



• SENECA bespoke homework set by
teacher

• Sparx Reader and the Sora – re-
read texts to aid revision

• Printed resources outside F6 in F
block

• Any extra resources needed?
Their teacher or myself / Miss. Cox

Independent Learning



Macbeth live performance during the school day
Thursday 17th December 2026



Brain Break

A man is alone in his 
house washing dishes. 
When he looks down, 
there are more glasses 
in the sink than there 
were before. How 
come?



…The man’s glasses fell inside the sink



Science

Science revision and planning



Science feels hard



Actual exam

6 papers

Chemistry, Physics and Biology

1 hour 15 minutes long

1 hour 45 minutes for triple students

November mock exam

3 papers

Chemistry, Physics and Biology

1 hour 15 minutes long

1 hour 45 minutes for triple students

Papers - AQA

Remember:

This is 2 GCSEs

3 GCSE if triple scientist



November mocks are paper 1 only

Biology:

B1 Cell Biology (Year 9)

B2 Organisation (Year 10)

B3 Infection and response 

(Year 10)

B4 Bioenergetics (Year 10)

Chemistry:

C1 Atomic structure and the 

periodic table (Year 9)

C2 Bonding (Year 10)

C3 Quantitative chemistry (Year 

10)

C4 Chemical changes (Year 10)

C5 Energy changes (Year 10)

Physics:

P1 Energy (Year 9)

P2 Electricity (Year 10)

P3 Particle model (Year 10)

P4 Atomic structure (Year 10)



AQA Biology specification on the school shared drive

Specification

file:///G:/Shared%20drives/Science%20Department/KS4/AQA/Specifications/Biology%20AQA%20specification.PDF


Checklists



Pillar 1: Learn the Content 

Active Recall

• Cover the page and try to write the definition from memory

• Use flashcards (physical or digital like Quizlet)

• Use “blurting”

Retrieval Practice

• Chunking - Break topics into small sections:

• Biology: Cells → Transport → Organisation → Digestion

• Chemistry: Atoms → Bonding → Quantitative → Chemical Changes

• Physics: Energy → Electricity → Forces → Waves

3 Pillars of science revision



Effective science revision: Revision guide and workbook

Good for: Summarised information, practice and exam questions



Videos - Cognito

Good for: Videos of all the key content in an illustrative way



Videos – free science lessons

Good for: Videos of all the key content in an lecture style



Videos:Primrose kitten (YouTube)

Good for: Videos on every GCSE topic with teacher explanation



Effective science revision: Physics and maths tutor

Good for: Revision notes, past paper questions by topic



Effective science revision: Physics and maths tutor

Good for: All past papers in one place, model/worked answers



Effective science revision: AQA- Past papers 

Good for: Bank of all past papers and mark schemes



There are 21 required practicals

You must know:

• The method

• The variables

• The equipment

• The risks

• The graph you’d draw

• The conclusion you’d expect

Pillar 2: Understand the Required Practicals 



Effective science revision: Malmesbury Education (YouTube)

Good for: Videos of all the required practicals



You need to practise:

Multiple-choice questions

Short-answer questions

Longer 4–6 mark questions

Maths in science

Graph questions

Required practical questions

Key tips:

Use the command words: describe, explain, 
compare, evaluate

Always show working in calculations

Use units correctly

Underline key information in the question

Don’t leave blanks — write something

Pillar 3: Master Exam Technique 



Why do past papers?
The same/very similar questions come up again and again...



Why do past paper questions?
So, you can learn the key words needed in your answers...



How to revise



Monday

• 20 minutes Biology content

• 10 minutes flashcards – on content

• 10 minutes exam questions

Wednesday

• 20 minutes Chemistry content

• 10 minutes required practical 
revision

• 10 minutes exam questions

What a Good Revision Week Looks Like 

Friday

• 20 minutes Physics content

• 10 minutes flashcards – on content

• 10 minutes exam questions

Weekend

• One past paper section (not a full 
paper)

• Mark it using the mark scheme

• Write down your mistakes



•Rewriting notes 

•Highlighting everything 

•Watching videos without taking notes

•Doing past papers without marking them

•Leaving revision until the last minute

•Only revising topics you like

Common Mistakes to Avoid 



Brain Break

You are sitting on a 
plane. There is a 
horse in front of you, 
and a car behind you. 
Where are you?



…. On a merry-go-round!



Maths

Edexcel GCSE revision and exam preparation



Maths – Miss Bain

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3

Non-Calculator Calculator Calculator



The first half of the paper

For any student, on either tier, the first half of the paper is crucial for obtaining either a Grade 4 or 5 on 
Foundation, or a Grade 6+ on Higher.

The first half of the paper is roughly 40 marks. If you gain 40 marks on all 3 papers then you have already 
scored 120 marks.

Based on recent grade boundaries:
• Grade 4 on Foundation requires approximately 150 marks

You would need an approximate average of 10 more marks per paper
• Grade 5 on Foundation requires approximately 180 marks

You would need an approximate average of 20 more marks per paper
• Grade 6 on Higher requires approximately 120 marks

You can achieve this on the first half of the paper alone!
• Grade 7 on Higher requires approximately 150 marks

You would need an approximate average of 10 more marks per paper



Types of Revision

Topic Based-

Use QLA

Sparx Revision

Mathsgenie.co.uk

Mixed Practice

Sparx Exam Revision

Past Papers (mathsgenie.co.uk)

Aiming For Booklets



Sparx

Homework is set weekly on Sparx. 

Students who complete an hour of Sparx a week perform a third of a grade above their peers.

Sparx adapts the needs of every learner.

Students all have access to the revision section on Sparx for the GCSE, which includes:

• Fix up tasks from mocks

• Revision for each unit of the GSCE

• Personalised revision and retrieval weekly

Evidence shows that completing Sparx homework for the hour weekly, increases students GCSE 

grade by a sublevel. Students who complete 200 hours of Sparx over their time at school, 

statistically increase by a full GSCE grade.



Walking Talking Mocks

Students complete Walking Talking Mocks fortnightly in class

These include teachers walking a student through a mock paper - showing them how to approach 

the paper, to support exam technique.

Students are set a similar paper to complete each fortnight. 

We advise students to attempt the full paper, alongside completing the paper from the lesson each 

fortnight to support their revision.

Exam paper practice is the best form of revision for GCSE maths



How to support your child

Promote independent study, and timed sessions completing exam papers

Provide a place to complete regular Sparx practice, without disruption

Direct your child’s to complete the “Aiming for…” booklets in the teams drive



Opportunities for further guidance

The Secret to GCSE Success
Wed 14th Oct - 7pm (with replay available)

It’s designed to help parents feel confident supporting their teens at home, so they arrive in school calmer, more 
motivated, and better prepared.

Scan the QR code to book your space

https://parentguidetoeducation.com/reg/gcse-success/2215

https://parentguidetoeducation.com/reg/gcse-success/2215
https://parentguidetoeducation.com/reg/gcse-success/2215
https://parentguidetoeducation.com/reg/gcse-success/2215


Wellbeing
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